BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON
fore, Sir, a Jacobite is neither an Atheist nor a Deist. That
cannot be said of a Whig; for Whiggism is a negation of all
principle.9
I described to him an impudent fellow from Scotland
[James Macpherson],4 who affected to be a savage, and
railed at all established systems. JOHNSON. 'There is nothing
surprizing in this, Sir. He wants to make himself conspicuous.
He would tumble in a hogstye, as long as you looked at him
and called to him to come out. But let him alone, never mind
him, and he'll soon give it over.'
I added, that the same person maintained that there was
no distinction between virtue and vice. JOHNSON. 'Why,
Sir, if the fellow does not think as he speaks, he is lying; and
I see not what honour he can propose to himself from having
the character of a lyar. But if he does really think that there
is no distinction between virtue and vice, why. Sir, when he
leaves our houses, let us count our spoons.'
Next morning Mr Dempster happened to call on me, and
was so much struck even with the imperfect account which
I gave him of Dr Johnson's conversation, that to his honour
be it recorded, when I complained that drinking port and
sitting up late with him affected my nerves for some time
after, he said, 'One had better be palsied at eighteen, than
not keep company with such a man.*
On Tuesday, July 19, Mr Levet shewed me Dr Johnson's
library, which was contained in two garrets over his Cham-
bers, where Lintot, son of the celebrated bookseller of that
name, had formerly his warehouse. I found a number of good
books, but very dusty and in great confusion. The floor was
strewed with manuscript leaves, in Johnson's own handwrit-
ing, which I beheld with a degree of veneration, supposing
they perhaps might contain portions of The Rambler or of
Rasselas. I observed an apparatus for chymical experiments,
of which Johnson was all his life very fond. The place seemed
to be very favourable for retirement and meditation. Johnson
told me, that he went up thither without mentioning it to his
servant, when he wanted to study, secure from interruption;
for he would not allow his servant to say he was not at home
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